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- REASONS WHICH HAVE ACTUATED THE 
ee COUNCIL IN RECOMMENDING AN 
INCREASE OF THE ANNUAL 
SUBSCRIPTION. 


1. In the Annual Report (SuppLeMmeEnt, April 24th, 1920, 
p. 107) the Council recommended the Representative Body 
to increase the present subscription by 50 per cent., giving 
as its reasons the general experience as to depreciation in 
the value of money and increase in practically all forms of 
expenditure, as shown in the Financial Statement for 1919 
and the Estimate for 1920. ‘ 

2. As there has been a request for more details, the 
following are offered for the consideration of members in 
general and the Representative Body in particular: _ 


Estimated Expenditure for 1920 ... . £87,103 
Estimated Income for 1920 .. .. - .. £83,660 


Estimated Deficit .. £3,443 


Comparison of Financial Statements of 1918 and 1919. - 
3. Compositors’ wages, machining, etc., increased nearly 
£4,000; the cost of paper went up about £3,500. Central 
Staff expenses were increased about £2,000, and the 
Capitation Grants to Branches increased from £1,861 in 
_ 1918 to £3,072 in 1919. Owing to increased Council and 
_, Committee activities after the war the cost of the meetings 
of those bodies increased by about £2,300. Against these 
increased expenses of roughly £13,000 there was an in- 
’ erease in subscriptions of about £2,000 and an increase 
from advertisements and sale of the Journat of about 
£9,000, that is, £11,000 in all; otherwise there would have 
been a heavy deficit for the year. But even with these 
increases in income, had it not been for the Govern- 
ment donation of £5,000 in acknowledgement of the 
Association’s expenditure on the Central Medical War 
~ Committee the balance in favour of the Association would 
only have been £204 13s, 2d. instead of £5,204 13s, 2d. 


What is the-Probable Expenditure for 1920? 

4. The Council puts on one side as out of the question the 
possibility of curtailing the activities of the Association. 
All experience goes to show that members will continue 

to expect more work and better work, and this must be 
paid for. Let each member ask himself what source of 
expenditure he would suggest should be curtailed. Is it 
the size or efficiency of the JournaL? Everybody would 
protest against such a step. Is it the medico-political 
activities? Members have come more and more.to depend 
ai the Association as the one body capable of defending 
tleir interests and stating their point of view, and any 


*. falling off in this work would undoubtedly lead to loss of 


influence and membership. From all sides comes a demand 
for the development of the scientific and social side of the 


work of the Association, which has for the last six years 
been largely in abeyance. 

5. An examination of the estimate of expenditure and 
receipts, on page 107 of the SuppLement of April 24th, 
1920, shows that on a conservative estimate almost every 
item of ordinary Association expenditure may be expected 
to increase—some of them heavily. 
prospect of a fall in prices—in fact, everything points to 
further increases in the cost of nearly everything the 
Association uses. Paper is now 73d. a pound as against 
1}d. in 1913, and the best judges think the maximum has 
not yet been feached. The new postage rates will hit 
the Association hard, and will very materially upset the 
estimated increase of only £113 in printing, postage, and 
stationery. There are, in addition, certain new items of 
expenditure for 1920, all of which have been incurred in 
direct response to the demands of our members. ‘These 
are (a) the Scottish Office, with its whole-time Secretary, 


which ‘will cost over £1,200 a year; (5) the Intelligence 


Department, costing approximately £700 to £800 a year; 
(c) the newly-established British Medical Association 
Lectures, which will cost probably £200 in 1920, a sum 
which will be increased as the demand for the léctures 
increases, as it seems likely to do. The increase im 
expenditure in 1920, estimated in the Annual Report as 


— £11,500, may quite‘easily prove to be £14,000 or 


What Increases in Revenue may be Expected in 19208 
6. If the subscription be not raised we may fairly expect 
a net increase of 1,000 members in 1920, which at the 


present rates of subscription would bring an additional 


income of about £2,500. The rates for advertisements have 


recently been increased as far as was thought expedient. 


The full effect of this increase will not be seen in 1920 
owing to the long contracts entered into with some of the 
advertisers, but it is hoped that the advertisement revenue 
may increase by nearly £5,500 in 1920. ‘The sales of the 
JouRNAL and other. smaller sources of revenue will, it is 
estimated, bring another increase of about £1,200. That 


is to say, that if the subscription be not raised and our 


anticipations as to the other items are realized we may 
expect to receive about £9,000 more revenue in 1920 than 


‘in 1919. 


7. Comparing this with the estimate of expenditure it 
will be seen that unless we can find some new source of 
revenue, or can make considerable economies we shall be 
left at the end of 1921 with an adverse balance of af least 
£2,500, making no allowance for any further increase of 
prices that may occur. 


Possible Economies 
8. As to possible economies, it is to be noted : i 
I. (a) During the past year great care has been taken 
(839) 
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CURRENT NOTES. 


SUPPLEMENT TO THR. 
LBarirtsn Mepican Journar, 


fixing the size of the JournaL so as to save paper, 
machining, and postage. By keeping the number of pages 
as often as possible below 92, about £50 a week is saved in 
postage alone. (b) The free list of the Journat has been 
greatly reduced. (c) The address bands used for the 
OURNAL have been reduced in size, and this has saved 
about 100 per cent. in the cost of paper for that purpose. 
(d) The Journats of members in arrears are now stopped 
. much sooner than before, thus reducing the items of paper, 
- printing, and postage. 

II. (a) Free use has been made of duplicating machinery, 
thus saving a good deal in printing. (b) ‘There will only 
be one issue of the Handbook for the Cambridge Meeting 
instead of a daily issue, and this will be a considerable 
saving. (c) Though the work of the office steadily in- 
creases, the number of the staff has increased but slightly, 
and every effort is made to keep this item of expenditure 
as low as possible consistent with efficiency. 


What is likely to be the Effect of the Increase on the 
Funds and Membership of the Association ? 
9. The number of resignations of membership in the last 
nineteen yéars is as follows: ; 


W902 ... 603. 1912... 715 

1919 coo 

1910 .. 


* Subscription raised from 21s. to 23s. 
+ Controversy over application for Charter. 
t Subscription raised to £2 2s. 


It will be seen that, leaving out of account the years 
1997 and 1912-15 inclusive, when, in addition to the rise in 
subscription, other abnormal influences were at work, the 
average number of resignations was 472. If all the re- 
signations in 1913 above that average were ascribed to the 

* increased subscription (which would not be in accordance 
with the facts), then it may be said that the last increase 
cost the Association 2,200 members. ‘The membership of 
the Association is now well over 22,200; if we assume that 
2,200 leave on this occasion we should be left with a 
membership of 20,000. Allowing 7,000 for oversea members 
and those who pay a reduced fee as junior members of the 
profession, the Association would have 13,000 guineas of 
additional income. A smaller increase would, of course, 
meet the immediate needs of the case, but the Council 
considers that the ambition of the Association should be 
not only to make ends meet, but to have a reserve for any 
contingency that may arise. Such a reserve would enable 
the Council to meet, without further increase of subscrir- 
tion, the inevitable demand on the part of members that 
their Association should undertake fresh duties and develop 
fresh methods for meeting the changing needs of the 
medical profession. 


British Medical Association. 
CURRENT NOTES. 


Council Election. 
Tue following have been elected to the Central Council 
as the result of the voting in the five contested elections of 
members of Council by the grouped Branches: 

Metropolitan Counties Branch : Lord Dawson of Penn, Dr. C. 
Buttar, Dr. J. A. P. Barnes, and Lieut.-Colonel W. McAdam 
Eccles. 

Cambridge and Huntingdon, Norfolk, Essex, Suffolk, and South 
Midland Branches: Dr. E. O. Turner (Great Missenden). 

Kent, Surrey, and Sussex Branches: Dr. E. R. Fothergill 

ove). 
Branch : Dr. A. Forbes (Sheffield). 

Aberdeen, Northern Counties, Dundee and Perth Branches: 
Dr. D. Lawson (Banchory). 


Particulars of the voting will be published next week. 


Salaries of Medical Officers of Local Authorities. 

In December, 1919, a circular letter, of the nature of a 
reminder, was sent by the British Medical Association to 
the local authorities throughout the country with regard 
to raising the salaries of their medical officers. Up to 
May 20th last 1,478 replies were received. Of these, 690 
stated that the salary had been increased by 33} per cent. 
or more, 244 that the salary had been increased by less 


than 331 per cent.,67 that the Civil Service bonus (Awards 


84 and 101) had been granted; and 130 that no action had - 


been taken. Of the remainder, 277 sent replies not falling 
under the above four headings, omitting, for instance, tq 
state the exact amount of the salary; and 70 formal 
acknowledgements were received. In a good number of 
cases in which the application of the medical officer for 
the increase had been refused, pressure applicd by the 
head office of the Association has brought about a reversal 
of the previous decision and an increase has been given, 
In the course of correspondence it came to light that some 
local authorities had taken no action on the circular 
owing to the fact that the medical officers themselves had 
not made an application. In such case the Authority 
would have some reason to assume that the medical officer 
was satisfied with his remuneration. Medical officers who 
have made no applications and bave received no increase 
in salary may find this worth noting. . d 


Assistants in Panel Practice. 

The Insurance Acts Committee on May 
sidered the position brought about under the 1920 Regula. 
tions when the names of assistants employed by insurance 
practitioners are placed upon the Medical List, and the 
question of insured persons being accepted by assistants 
and placed upon their lists. The Committee was of 
opinion that these are not matters to be left to the 
ordinary professional agreement between principal and 
assistant, and it was felt that they should be discussed 
further with representatives of the Ministry of Health, 
and reported upon to the next meeting of the Committee, 


NOTICES OF MOTION AND AMENDMENT BY 
DIVISIONS FOR THE ANNUAL REPRE- 
SENTATIVE MEETING, 1920. 

By Bristol Division: 


The Profession and its Attitude in Relation to Secret 
Remedies. 


That the recommendation contained in para. 97 of the. 


Annual Report be amended by the substitution of the words 
‘*the principal ingredients are not divulged’ for the words 
‘* he is not aware.”’ 


By Mid-Cheshire Division : 
Medieal Practitioners and the General Medical Council. 

That this meeting is of opinion that in the event of a 
personal complaint from an aggrieved member. being 
received with regard to illegal interference by the General 
Medical Council, the Council of the Association shall take 
the matter up vigorously; and failing the receipt of such 
personal complaint the Council shall press for a decision on 
the general question of such illegal interference. 


By Mid-Staffs Division : 
Life Insurance Examinations. 

That this meeting does not accept the principle of a 
modified examination for life insurance, seeing that the 
responsibility of the medical man in deciding the prospect 
of life is the same in all cases whatever the amount of the 
policy, and irrespective of the form or length of the medical 
report required ; and that the {ce for all such reports should 
be one guinea. 


By Portsmouth Division : 


‘Recovery of Arrears of Subscription. 

the Council be instructed to consider the advisas 
bility of By-law 13 (1) (as recommended in para. ¢7 of the 
Annual Report) being further amended so as to provide 
that in the event of a member’s subscription being a 
year overdue, the Solicitor of the Association be instructed 
to take action to recover the same. 


Professional Secrecy.. 

That the Representative Body express the opinion.that 
the medical profession should be placed on the same footing 
as to professional secrecy as clergy, barristers, and solicitors, 
and that the Asscciation take every means to bring this 
about (Amendment to Recommendation contained in para. 94 of 
Annual Report). 


By Reigate Division: 
Fees for Life Insurance Examinations. 
That all insurance fees be increased by 50 per cent. 
That the fees for all Life Insurance Examinations shguld 
be proportional to the sums insured. at 


By Bournemouth Division: 
lees for Life Insurance Examinations. 
_ That the minimum fee for medical examination ‘or 
industrial insurance be 7s. 


27th con. . 
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ASSOCIATION NOTICES. 


( 


By Lambeth Division: 

Payment of Medical Staffs of Hospitals for Pensions Work. 
That for all work for soldiers-and sailors, whether dis- 

charged or not, for any disease or injuries connected with 

the war undertaken by Voluntary Hospitals the Medical 

Staffs should be adequately remunerated. In any case, the 

remuneration should represent an addition of not less than 

25 per cent. to the cost of maintenance of in-patients and 


not less than 25 per cent. of ascertained cost per patient per 


- attendance for out-patients, the additional sum to be placed 
at the disposal of the Medical Staff; that in the case of 
Special Clinics (for example, Aural and Ophthalmic) the fee 
payable to the medical practitioner should not be less than 
the fee payable by the Ministry of Pensions for identical or 

_ similar services, namely, £2 2s. per session. 


“By Glasgow Southern Division : 
Payment of Medical ~—— of Hospitals for Pensions Work. 

That in view of the fact that the word ‘‘ maintenance,”’ 
as used in connexion with the treatment of in-patients, 
usually excludes the cost of drugs, dressings, nurses’ salaries, 
etc., the words ‘‘and treatment (‘ exclusive of medical 
salaries ’)’’ be inserted after the word ‘*‘ maintenance,” and 
that the same principle be observed in calculating the cost 

of out-patient attendance. 


By Exeter Division : 
Proposed Increase of Subscription. 
“* That the subscription to the Association be increased to 
23 guineas. 


Treatment of School Children and Maternity and Child Welfare 
Centre Fees, 
That para. 1C6(i) of the Annual Report of Council be 
amended to provide that a fee of one guinea be chargeable 
where the session or time involved is one hour or less. 


Southport Division 
y Fees for Life Insurance Examinations. 


That the fee for medical examinations for policies of £100 
- in Intermediate Offices be £1 1s. 


Fees for Medical a wt called in on the advice of 
idwives. 
That in cases where a practitioner is called in by a mid- 
wife the onus of payment should lie with the local health 
authority. ‘ 


By West Suffolk Division: 
Motor Car Taz. 

That the British Medical Association request the Govern- 
ment to provide that in the case of medical men who keep 
two motor cars tax should be paid on one car only, pro- 
vided that an undertaking be given that only one car be 
used at any one time. 


Arrears of Subscription.. 

That the Council be instructed to consider the advisability 
of members, whose subscription for auy year is not paid, 
being given four weeks’ notice that if their subscription for 
that year is not paid on or before December Slst of that 
year they will cease to be members of the Association. 


Minimun Salaries for Public Appointments. 
That part-time medical officers of health be paid on the 
basis of area and population involved, and not by time, as 
suggested by Council. (Para. 108 of Annual Report.) 


By Perth Division-Branch : 
Motor Car Taz. 

That this meeting desires the tax on motors to be 
adjusted in the same manner as at present—namely, not 
more than 50 per cent. of the usual tax to be charged from 
doctors. 


By West Herts Division : 


Hospital Staffs and Coroners’ Law. 

That the Association press upon the members of the 
House of Commons Medical Committee the injustice of the 
present state of the law which precludes the payment to 
the honorary medical siaffs of hospitals of fees for giving 
evidence at inquests and making post-mortem examinations 
by order of the coroner on persons who are brought in dead 
or who die in hospital, and that_they urge them to do their 
best to get the law amended. (Para. 136 of Annual Report.) 


By Cardiff Division: 
Motor Car Tax. 
That in the opinion of this meeting the fairest way to tax 
motor locomotion is by a tax on motor spirit. 
That this meeting protests against the proposal to tax 
medical men on an additional car where more than one car 
is kept for purely professional purposes. 


Payment of Medical Profession. 


That the attention of the Annual Representative Meeting 
be directed to the fact that the lls.-per capita under the 


National Health Insurance Acts brings the profession little 
more than the amount received when the _ profession 
‘received 7s. plus fees, for attending imvalided sailors, 
soldiers, and marines. 


By South Staffs Division : 


Treatment of School Children and Maternity and Child 
Welfare Centre Fees. ‘ 
That “two guineas” be substituted for “one and a half 
| eee ” (in connexion with para. 106 (iii) of the Annual 
eport). 


By Mid-Cheshire Division : 
Hospital Staffs and Coroners’ Law. , 

That the injustice, under which the honorary staffs of the 
hospitals are compelled to make post-mortem examinations, 
and give evidence in the coroner’s courts without any fee, 
should be remedied -by an alteration of the Coroners’ Act, 
and that in any alteration of the Coroners’ Act the Council 
be instructed to make representations that the fees for 
post-mortem examinations and evidence should be recon- 
sidered, as at present they are entirely inadequate. 


By Cleveland Division : . 
Su ply of Motor Spirit. 
‘That the Council be instructed to approach the wholesale 
distributors of motor spirit with a view to securing that 
medical practitioners be supplied with motor spirit at the 
same rate as that charged to traders. 


By Guildford Division : 
Metical Certificate of Inability to Attend School. , 
That where an Elementary School Authority requires a 
medical certificate of the inability of a child to attend 
school, the fee for such certificate shall be paid by the 
Education -Authority. 


Association Notices. 


REPRESENTATIVE MEETING. 
DaTE. 
THE Annual Representative Meeting at Cambridge will 
begin on Friday, June 25th, at 10 a.m. ; 


Norices oF Motion AND AMENDMENT. 
Notices of Motion and Amendment by Divisions and 
Branches for consideration by the Annual Representa- 
tive Meeting will be published in the Suppremenr as 
they are received, but none can be published later than 
Juue 12th, for which purpose they must be received by 
the Medical Secretary not later than the first poston 
Monday, June 7th. 
It will be possible, however, to include in the Agenda for 
the Annual Representative Meeting all Notices of Motion 
and Amendment which are received by the Medical Secre- 

tary not later than the first post on Monday, June 1éth, 


CHANGES OF AREAS. 
PROPOSED AMALGAMATION OF DOVER AND FOLKESTONE 
DIVISIONS. 
NOTICE is hereby given to all concerned of a proposal 
made by. the Kent Branch for amalgamation of the Dover 
and Folkestone Divisions of thé Branch, the new Division 
to be known as ‘‘the Dover and Folkestone Division.”’ 

The matter will be determined in due course by the 
Council. Any member affected by the proposed change 
and objecting thereto is requested to write, giving reasons 
therefor, to the Medical Secretary, 429, Strand, W.C.2, nos 
later than July 5th, 1920. a 


SUGGESTED CHANGES OF AREAS. 


PROPOSED ADJUSTMENT OF AREAS OF ROTHERHAM 
SHEFFIELD DIVISIONS. 
NOTICE is hereby given to all concerned of a proposal made 
by the Rotherham and Sheffield Divisions to adjust the 
common boundary of the two Divisions so as to include 
within the area of the Rotherham Division the following 
townships: Rawmarsh, Parkgate, Wentworth, Thrybergh, 
Goldthorpe, Kimberworth, Maltby, Templeborough, Din- 
nington, Thorpe Hesley, Whinney Hill, Kilnhurst, Greas- 
boro’, Bramley, Wath, Laughton, and Wickersley. — “t 
The matter will be determined in due course by the 
Council. Any member affected by thé proposed change 
and objecting thereto is requested to write, giving reasons 
therefor, to the Medical Seoretary, 429. Strand, Londea, 
W.C.2, not later tham July 5th, 1920. 
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MEETINGS OF BRANCHES AND DIVISIONS. 


SUPPLEMENT To 


BRANCH AND DIVISION MEETINGS TO BE HELD. | Lecture will be delivered by Dr. W. Langdon Brown, F.R.C.P 


BORDER COUNTIES BRANCH.—The annual general meeting of 
the Branch will be held at the County Hotel, Carlisle, on Friday, 
June 18th, at 4.15 p.m. Business: (1) Election of ofticers ; 
(2) Report of Branch Council; (3) Ethical Rules ; (4) Presidential 
address by Dr. G. R. Livingstone, Dumfries. 


EDINBURGH BRANCH.—The annual meeting of the Edinburgh 
Branch will be held in the Hall of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
Nicolson Street, on Friday, June 18th, at 4 p.m. Tea will be 
served at 3.45 p.m. Business: 

Report of Branch Council. Treasurer’s financial statement. Elec- 
tion of office-bearers for 1920-21. Election to annual vacancy on the 
Board of Management of the Queen Mary Nursing Home. Proceedings 
of Scottish Committee : (1) Proposed alteration of reference to Com- 
mittee increasing its powers; (2) proposed reconstitution of Com- 
mittee. (3) Annual Report of Council and Annual Representative 
Meeting. 

Kent BrancH.—The seventh annual meeting of the Kent 
Branch will be held at the Cliftonville Hotel, Margate, on 
Saturday, June 12th, at 2p.m. Agenda: Receive (1) report of 
election of officers for 1920-21, (2) annual report and financial 
statement; appoint auditors; other business. The President- 
elect, Mr. W. G. Sutcliffe, O.B.E., F.R.C.S., kindly invites 
members to lunch at the Cliftonville Hotel at 1 p.m. The 
annual meeting will be held at 2 p.m., after which the President 
will. give his inaugural address. A visit will subsequently be 
made to the Royal School for Deaf and Dumb Children, where 
tea will be provided. No dinner will be held, but there will be 
an opportunity to visit the various attractions in the town. 
Members intending to be present at the lunch are asked to 
notify Dr. H. M. Raven, Broadstairs, not later than June 8th. 


LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE BRANCH.—The eighty-fourth 
annual meeting of the Branch will be held at the Prince of 
Wales Hotel, Southport, on Wednesday, June 9th. 12.30 p.m., 
luncheon (at the invitation of the Southport Division) ; 
1.30 et -Branch Council meeting; 1.45 p.m., meeting. 
Presidential address Dr, ¥F. J: ‘Baildon, entitled The 
Status of the Medical Profession.”? After the transaction of 
business, communications will be made by: ‘Dr. William Wilson, 
on national control of suppurative otitis media; Dr. J. C. 
Matthews, treatment of diabetes ; Mr. Newbolt, complications 
of suprapubic prostatectomy ; Dr. Robert Buchanan and Mr. 
Arthur Evans, hernia of stomach; Mr. John 
Morley and’ Dr. J. M. Woodburn Morison, diagnosis and opera- 
tive treatment of cancer of stomach; Dr. Walter C. Oram will 
give a demonstration of radiograms illustrating diseases of the 
‘stomach. 3.45 p.m., visits and excursions; p.m., 
dinner at Prince of Wales Hotel (tickets, not including wines, 
10s. 6d. each ; morning dress). 


METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH.—Mr. N. Bishop Harman 
and Dr. J. A. Percival Barnes (Honorary Secretaries) give notice 
that the annual general meeting of the Branch will be held at 
429, Strand, W.C.2, on Friday, June 18th, at 4.30p.m. Business: 
(1). Report of scrutineers as to the election of new officers. 
(2) Annual report of Council. (3) President’s Address, by Dr. 
E. W. Goodall, 0.B.E. 


METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH : WILLESDEN DIVISION.— 
A meeting of the Division will be held at the Willesden Muni- 
cipal Hospital, Brentfield Road (Dog Lane), on Friday, June 
lith, at 3.30 p.m. The Health Committee of the Council has 
kindly thrown open the hospital for inspection, and will 
provide tea. 


NortH LANCASHIRE AND SOUTH WESTMORLAND BRANCH.— 
Dr. J. Livingston, Honorary Secretary, gives notice that the 
annual meeting of the Branch will be held on Wednesday, 
June 9th, at 3.15-p.m., in the Furness Abbey Hotel, Barrow. 
Business: Report of Council. Election of officers. Presi- 
dent’s address, by Dr. A. F. Rutherford: ‘‘ Experiences of 
an ambulance train commander.’?’ The President invites 
members to tea. 


NORTHERN COUNTIES OF SCOTLAND BRANCH.—Dr. Munro 
Moir, Honorary Secretary (18, Ness Bank, Inverness), gives 
notice that the annual meeting of the Branch will be held in 
the Station Hotel, Elgin, on Saturday, June 12th, at 12.15 p.m. 
The Aberdeen, Banff, and Kincardine Branch will also meet 
there on the same day, and the members of the two Branches 
will have luncheon together after the business meetings.. 


SoutH MIDLAND BRANCH: BEDFORDSHIRE - DIVISION.—Dr. 
E. R. Fasnacht, Honorary Secretary (116, Hurst Grove, 
Bedford), gives notice that the annual meeting of the Divi- 
sion will held on Thursday, June 17th, at 3 p.m., at the 
Swan Hotel, Bedford. Agenda: Receive the Annual Report. 
Election of Officers and Representatives. Mr. Victor Bonney, 
F.R.C.S8., will read a paper on ‘‘ Modern methods in the treat- 
ment of difficult labour.”” The chairman, Dr. W. G. Nash, 
invites the members of the Division to luncheon at the Swan 
Hotel, Bedford, at 1.30 p.m. Members who wish to accept Dr. 
Nash’s invitation are asked to intimate their intention not later 
than Thursday, June 10th. 


SoutH WALES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE BRANCH.—The fiftieth 
annual meeting of the South Wales and Monmouthshire Branch 
will be held at the Y.M.C.A., Cardiff, on Thursday, June 10th, 
at 3.30 p.m. Mr. W. J. Greer, F.R.C.S., will give his Presi- 
deutial address on ‘‘ The first minute book of the Branch.”’ 


SussEX BRANCH.—A meeting of the Sussex Branch will be 
held at the Eversfie’d Hotel, St. Leonards-on-Sea, on Tuesday, 
June 15th, at 4.45 p.m., when a British Medical Association 


Physician to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, on “ Diab fe 
relation to the ductless glands.” All members of the protenain 
in Hastings and St. Leonards and members of the Sussex, Kent, 
and Surrey Branches of the Association are invited. a 


Aivetings of Branches and Divisions, 


LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE BRANCH: ST. HELENS Drvistoy, 
THE annual meeting of the St. Helens Division wa 
May lith. 

The following officers were elected : ‘ 

Chairman: Dr. C. H. Wild. Vice-Chairman: Dr. J. H. Dow 
Honorary Secretary and Treasurer: Dr. F. J. Knowles. Repre. 
sentative in Representative Body (conjoined with Warrington): Dry 
F. P. Bassett. 

It was resolved : 

That the best thanks of this Division be accorded to the Insurancg 

Acts Committee and the officials of the British Medical Associa. 
tion for their strenuous work in connexidn with the 1920 Ingur. 
ance Act, and that they be congratulated on the satisfactory 
results attained. 

The annual report of Council, 1919-20, was discussed and the 
Divisional Representative instructed thereon. The suggested 
—- ge members’ annual subscription to £3 3s. received 

ull support. 

It was agreed that a local scheme for the transfer of practices 
could, and would, be formulated, as suggested in M. 21, 1919-29 
which would meet the difficulties presented in the matter. : 

With regard to the right of appeal of practitioners to the 
High Courts (National Insurance Act, 1920) it was decided that 
the unanimous support of the Division should be given to the 
British Medical Association in dealing with this proposal in 
every way, and the Honorary Secretary was instructed to keep 
in touch with the local members of Parliament and endeavour 
to secure their interest and aid. 

It was arranged that the annual conjoint meeting of the 
St. Helens and Warrington Divisions should be held on 
May 20th at the Town Hall, Earlestown. 


LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE BRANCH: WARRINGTON DIVISION, 
THE annual meeting of the Division was held on May 11th, 
when Dr. FERGUSON was in the chair. : 

The following officers were elected : 


Chairman: Dr. Ferguson. Vice-Chairman: Dr. Naden. Repre 
sentative on Branch Cowncil: Dr. Bowden. Honorary Secretary and 
Treasurer: Dr. T. A. Murray. ; 

Some discussion (preparatory to the joint meeting with St, 
Helens) in the report of Council took place. During the war, 
and since, the members of the Division living in the Widnes 
portion of the area have been unable to attend meetings owing 
to the train service being very much reduced. : 


SOUTH-WESTERN BRANCH: PLYMOUTH DIVISION. 
AT a meeting of the Plymouth Division, held on May 15th, the 
following business was transacted : 7 

Dr. 8S. Noy Scott was appointed Representative in the Repre- 
sentative Body. 

It was suggested that the annual subscription should be 
24 guineas rather than £3 3s. The report of Council on fees 
for examination for life insurance ana fees for medical men 
called to aid of midwives was approved. The question of 
federation or affiliation was discussed, and it was resolvcd 
that decision of the Annual Representative Meeting be 
accepted. 

The Honorary Secretary was instructed to write to the three 
members of Parliament for Plymouth asking them to support 
the amendment of Captain Elliot regarding practitioners’ right 
of appeal to the High Court of Justice. It was resolved that 
the annual aeymeet for non-insured members of friendly 
societies be all raised to that paid for insured members. 
Cases were quoted in which some local districts had willingly 
agreed to pay 15s. and 13s. 6d. plus mileage in addition, per 
member. 
« The Honorary Secretary. was instructed to write to the Town 
Council of Plymouth, expressing astonishment at the inade- 
quate fee offered by them for the services of a temporary part- 
time school medical officer, which was at the rate of £32 per 
annum for each weekly session of two hours; and to point out 
that the meeting considered that no less than £2 2s. per session 
of two hours should be offered. 


WILTSHIRE BRANCH. 


A MEETING of the Wiltshire Branch was held on May 26th. - 
On the question of club fees the following amounts of 
remuneration were agreed upon: 


Adults: 11s. and 2s. drugs. Mileage 1s. per mile over two miles one © 
way per visit, to be paid by patient at the time. Old age pensioners 
and necessitous persons (according to the opinion of the medical 
practitioner): 10s. inclusive of drugs and mileage: Children, ata flat 
child counting): 6s.inclusive of drugs; mileage for- 

ults. 


Dr. C.E.S. Flemming was reappointed the Representative € 
of the Salisbury, Swindon, and Trowbridge constituency in the 
Representative Body. 
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GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIE. 


GENERAL COUNCIL 

IEDICAL EDUCATION AND REGISTRATION, 
SUMMER SESSION, 1920. 


Tuesday, June Ist, 1920. 
Sir Donatp MacAuister, K.C.B., President, 
in the Chair. 
Tar one hundred and eleventh session of the General 
Council of Medical Education aud Registration was opened 
on June lst, at 2 p.m. 


PRESIDENT’S- ADDRESS. 

Sir DonaLp MacA.ister said : 

Never before, I think, has the President had to record 
the retirement of so many as nine members of the Council 
in one year. Four, as I mentioned last November, left us 
after the summer session. I intimated also that two 


. much-valued members, Dr. Langley Browne and Dr. 


Latimer, having decided not to stand for re-election, would 
retire at the end of 1919. To their names three others 
have now to be added. Dr. David N. Knox, of the Glasgow 
Royal Faculty, after more than ten years of loyal and 
effective service, resigns office on the ground, I regret to 
say, of his need for rest in order to the recovery of his 
health. Sir Bertram Windle has at different times repre- 
sented two universities on the Council. His experience as 
an administrator enabled him to give valuable aid on more 
than one important committee, while his terse and incisive 
speech often gave point to our debates and clearness to our 
ecisions. He has now been called to a responsible post in 
Canada. His letter of resignation contains expressions of 
regard for his colleagues of the Council and of regret for his 
severance from them, which will be echoed in this chamber. 
Sir Charles Tomes, our Treasurer since 1904, and our chief 
counsellor in matters of dental administration, retires 
from his place as a Crown Member, on the completion 
of an exceptionally prolonged term of twenty-two years. 
Members of the Executive, Finance, and Dental Com- 
mittees know best the prudence, devotion, and goodwill 
which he brought to bear upon their work; but all of us 
must be aware of the debt the Council owes him for his 
wise management of its property and funds, and for the 
secure financial position to which he has guided it through 
difficult times. His colleagues of the Executive deemed it 
a privilege to entertain him at a complimentary dinner last 
February, and to express to him on behalf of the whole 
Council their grateful acknowledgements and good wishes 
on his retirement. Sir Almeric Fitzroy was present as 
‘Clerk to the Privy Council, and cordially joined in thanking 
Sir Charles for the manner in which he had fulfilled his 
commission from the Lord President. © 


New Members. 

We have, however, to welcome the coming as well as to 
speed the parting guests, and in your name | offer a cordial 
greeting to the new members who join us at this time. 
‘The Royal Faculty sends us its ex-President, Dr. James A. 
Adams, long and honourably known as a surgeon and a 
surgical teacher in the Glasgow School of Medicine. Dr. 
R. A. Bolam, of Newcastle, and Mr. E. B. Turner, of 
London, have been elected by the practitioners of England 
and Wales to serve with our colleagues, Sir Jenner Verrall 
and Dr. Macdonald, as Direct Representatives. By their 
manifold activities on behalf of the profession in its public 
relations they have won for themselves the position of 
trusted leaders and advises. ‘They have wide knowledge 
of medical opinion and aspiration, and we shall count on 
profiting by it ia our future deliberations. 
~ The Crown has appointed Mr. Norman G. Bennett, 
M.A., M.B., and L.D.S., in place of Sir Charles Tomes. 
He has filled with conspicuous ability important offices in 
the British Dental Association and at the Royal Dental 
Hospital. As he is fully conversant with the questions 
that under impending legislation will have to be taced by 
the Council and by the dental profession, his accession 
to our body is timely and helpful. It gives me special 
erence to greet him as an old pupil of St. John’s College, 

mbridge. 

Honours. 

His Majesty has been graciously pleased to confer 

ours on several of our members, for services within 


and without the Council. The Knight-Commandership of 
the Order of the British Empire has been bestowed on Sir 
James Hodsdon, C.B.E., and the Commandership on 
Colonel Waring, Dr. Caton, and Dr. Langley Browne. My, 


Cockington also, our Assistant Secretary, in merited recog- 


nition of the public work for the medical services done 
him when he was Acting Registrar, during Colonel King’s 
absence on military duty, has been appointed Officer of 
the same Order. Mr. Harold Griffiths, one of the Registrar's 
staff, has returned with the rank of sergeant, after serving 
for four years in Great Britain, Syria, and Egypt, - 
Ministry of Health. 
Under the Ministries of Health Acts, Consultative 
Councils, for the purpose of advising the respective 
Ministers in regard to medical and allied public services, 
have beeu constituted in the three kingdoms, and are 
already at work. To all of them members of this Council 
have been appointed, and it will thereby be kept in touch 
with their activities. A number of draft and other Orders 
in Council under the Acts have been transmitted for its 
consideration to the Executive Committee; but so far nome 
of these have dealt with questions other than administra- 
tive and formal. On May 17th, however, an Order in 
Council was issued, which gives effect to a suggestion of 
the Anatomy Acts Committee forwarded by the Executive 
Committee, and providing for the transfer to the Minister 


of Health of the duties performed in England and Wales - 


by the Home Secretary iu relation to the Anatomy Acts. 
It is confidently hoped that the new arrangement will lead 
to much-needed improvements in the provision made for 
the practical teaching of anatomy and surgery. . 


Acting on your instructions, I was enabled by the 
courtesy of the Lord President to call the attention of the 
English Minister of Health to an apparent omission from 
the Nurses Registration Bill introduced by him. No pro- 
vision was made, as in the Midwives Acts, for communi- 
cating the Rules framed by the General Nursing Council 
to the Executive Committee before approval by the 
Minister. Dr. Addison considered the point, but decided 
that such a provision was in this case unnecessary, as the 
rules in question, unlike those of the Central Midwives 
Board, do not purport to “ regulate the practice” of nurses, 
but deal mainly with details of administration. Moreover, 
such rules have, unlike those for midwives, to be laid 
before Parliament prior to approval. The Minister accord- 
ingly did not favour any amendment of the bill in the sense 
suggested, and the Lord President concurred in his view. 
The point will, however, have to be kept in mind, should 
it hereafter be proposed to make rules, under statutory 
authority, for “regulating the practice” of nurses in 
surgical and medical cases, as that of midwives is regu- 
lated in obstetrical cases. Sir Jenner Verrall has been 
appointed a member of the General Nursing Council for 
England, and will no doubt keep. us informed on ‘the 
subject. - 


Date of Election of Direct Representatives. 

The Right Hon. Sir Henry Craik, K.C.B., one of the 
members of Parliament for the Scottish Universities, has, 
with the approval of the Privy Council Office, reintroduced 
Lord Morley’s Bill of 1912 for the purpose of extending 
the time allowed for. proceedings in preparation for the 
election of direct representatives, and of providing that in 
general such elections shall fall to be held simultaneously. 
Should the measure pass into law considerable economies 
on the part of the branch councils and of candidates will 
be effected, and the convenience of the electors will be 
better served. : 


Proposed Amendment of Dentists Act. 
The promised legislation for the amendment of the 
Dentists Act has not yet been initiated in Parliament, 


though it is stated officially that draft bills are soon to be 


introduced. It appears that one bill, made on behalf of 
the Privy Council, will be required to deal with dental. 
registration, inasmuch as registration is common to the 
whole United Kingdom, and in a sense to the Dominions 
also; and that other measures, promoted by the several 
Ministries of Health, wi'l be necessary to give effect, in 
their respective divisions of the kingdom, to such pro- 


' posals for the improvement of dental service in relation to 
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SUPPLEMENT 
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the health of the people as are set forth in the Report of 
the Departmental Committee on Dental Practice. The 
Council has already considered these proposals and ex- 
pressed its opinion of them in detail. It will be necessary 
to instruct either the Executive Committee, or a special 
-committee appointed for the purpose, to watch the progress 
of legislation during the summer, and to take such steps as 
may be required to ensure that due account is taken of 
your conclusions. 


_ Dangerous Drugs Bill. 

_ The Home Secretary has brought up in the House of 
Commons a Dangerous Drugs Bill, intended to give effect 
to the International Opium Convention signed at The 
Hague in 1912. By the Treaty of Versailles this country 
bound itself to bring the Convention into force within 
twelve months. The bill imposes restrictions on the 
import, export, manufacture, and sale of opium, cocaine, 
etc., with the object of preventing dangerous abuse of 
these drugs in this country and abroad. Among other 
things it gives power to the Government to make regula- 
tions for the issue by medical practitioners of prescrip- 
tions containing any such drug, and for the dispensing of 
such prescriptions. During the war similar regulations 
were in operation, with the general approval of the pro- 
fession. ‘The question of their continuance has now 
assumed an international aspect. The profession, which 
best knows the nature and extent of the evil, will probabiy 
be the first to welcome wisely devised measures for 
checking it, even if these embody some restrictions upon 
professional freedom. 


Standards for Drugs not Amenable to Ordinary 


Assay. 

While the British Pharmacopoeia, 1914, was in prepara- 
tion, the Pharmacopoeia Committee empowered me to 
approach the Government with the suggestion that a 
public national institute should be established for the 
purpose of testing and fixing standards in the case of 
therapeutic serums, vaccines, and other substances used 
in medicine and sold to the public, for which the 
ordinary methods of assay employed in the Pharmacopoeia 
were inapplicable. It was deemed at the time imprac- 
ticable, without such official endorsement as a public insti- 
tute might provide, to lay down “ biological” or “ physio- 
logical” tests in the Pharmacopoeia in addition to those 
which might be carried out by pharmacists and analysts 

_under ordinary conditions. On inquiry in 1910 and 1911, 
it was ascertained that the Government departments con- 
cerned were not prepared to assume the financial and 

-other responsibilities proposed. ‘The Minister of Health 
has now, however, appointed a committee, under the 


guidance of Sir Mackenzie D. Chalmers, K.C.B., as 


chairman, to advise on the measures to be taken for the 
effective official control of the therapeutic substances in 
question. Last week I was called, as chairman of the 
‘Pharimacopoeia Committee, to give evidence on the subject 
before this committee. I explained the views held by us, 
and commended to the Government the provisions of the 
United States laws and regulations as a suitable model for 
this country in the matter. The U.S. Pharmacopoeia, 
1916, with whose compilers we were in constant corre- 
spondence during its preparation, had been enabled, by the 
establishment of institutes authorized by the public heaith 
service, to include characters and tests for serums, 
vaccines, etc., which correspond to oflicially controlled 
standards. 


The Number of Names on the Registers. 

The new Medical Register confirms the forecast on 
which I ventured in November. On the Home List only 
872 practitioners were registered in 1919, but no fewer 
than 450 were registered in the Colonial and Foreign Lists. 
The result is that the total number (1,322) of new names is 
higher than in any year since 1915. 

The proportion of women practitioners increases, and is 
likely. to increase rapidly during the next year or two. I 
learn, however, on good authority that their services are 
in less demand than durivg the war, and that newly- 
qualified women are finding difficulty in obtaining suitable 
opportunities for professional work. Supply and demand 
will no doubt adjust themselves in time; but, in view of 
the large entry of women students, it is proper to warn 
those concerned that, in the meantime, individual dis- 
appointments may be encountered. The women students 


who are now well advanced in their curriculum may 


women, affected like other occupations by the return’ tg 
civil life of large numbers of ex-service men as studentg 
and practitioners. ‘Io these men the country owes special} 
consideration, and they ought to receive it. But ineyit, 
ably they tend to displace a proportion of the women who 
so capably carried on the work of the profession during 
their absence abroad. 
The Medical Studests Register indicates that the 

tion of our professional ranks by the wastage of the way 
will in a few years be much more than made good } 
the addition of newly qualified men. No fewer than 3, 
medical students (men and women) were registered in 19]9, 
as compared with 1,600 in’ 1914. The number of registra. 
tions, indeed, exceed by over 1,000 the highest previously 
recorded—namely, in teat, when for special reasons the 
number rose to 2,405. ‘The sudden increase cannot at once 
be met by a corresponding expansion of our educational 
resources, and the strain thrown upon the medical schools 


is reason to think that most of the schools would welcome 
an ebb in the tide of applicants for admission, until it ig 
seen that the profession can absorb the large numbers 
aspiring to enter it, and until more adequate provision ig 
made for their effective instruction and training. In the 
departments of anatomy and operative surgery, of mid. 
wifery, and of clinical medicine, the existing provision ig 
no longer fully adequate to the new demands. 

The Dentists Register is stationary. The figures for the 
last three years are respectively 130 (1917), 131 (1918), 128 
(1919). But there is an assured prospect of an advance bj 
the end of 1922, for the number of dental students ente 
on the Register in 1919 has risen to 612, as compared with 
294 in 1914. 

In order more clearly to mark the sources of supply, an 
improvement has been made in the Medical and Dentists 
Registers, whereby the numbers of practitioners addeé 
respectively to the Home, Colonial, and Foreign Lists are 
set forth in separate tables. ' 


Inspection of Examinations. 

The cycle of inspections of qualifying examinations, 
ordered by the Council, has been begun. Some of the 
reports have been already received, and will be considered 
by the proper committees during this session. For the 
public health examinations we have been fortunate to 
secure the services, as our inspector, of Dr. Robert Bruce 
Low, C.B., lately assistant medical officer of the English 
Local Government Board. For the final examinations for 
medical degrees and diplomas our inspectors are Dr. 
Howard H. ‘Tooth, C.B., C.M.G., in Medicine; Sir Hector 
C. Cameron, C.B.E., in Surgery; and Sir William J. Smyly, 
in Midwifery. Members of the Council have also been 
good enough to act as visitors at one or more examinations, 
and as provided in the Standing Orders they wili present 
their separate reports to the committees concerned. It is 
probable that these committees may think it desirable to 
postpone the presentation of full reports on the results of 
inspection and visitation until a number of the documents, 
sufficient for purposes of comparison, are in their hands. 
Meanwhile confidential copies of the inspectors’ reports, 
will be circulated, as soon as they are ready, to membert 
of the Council for their information. In this way all 
members will have been placed in possession of the 
materials on which the committees’ reports are based by 
the time that these are submitted for general discussion 
by the Council. 


Medical Education and Examination. 

The Education Committee will have reports to bring up 
on certain important subjects remitted to it. These 
include—the question of instruction in medical ethics aad 
the relations of practitioners to the State, the teaching of 
practical midwifery, and the place assigned to the pre 
ventive aspects of medicine in the curriculum of pro- 
fessional study. The latter report must raise large 
questions, which affect every part of the curriculum. The 
indications are that, by general consent, the time is 
approaching for some “ reconstraction” in respect of the 
extent and content of the several stages and departments 


of the five years’ medical course. : 
randums on the subjects have been received from teaching 


all at once find openings for practice after attaining Pot 
qualification. The profession of medicine is, in regard ty 


ll 


of the country is therefore, for the time, excessive. There: 
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and qualifying bodies. When to these are added the 

sports on the inspection and visitation of examinations, 
the Council will have ample materials both for a survey 
of existing conditions and for a reconsideration of its 
own standing resolutions on professional education and 
‘examination. 

The Examination Committee will submit analyses of 
the annual tables furnished by the licensing bodies. 
These latter, in order to save the heavy cost of printing, 
I have referred directly to the Committee. It-may be 
that you will find the analyses sufficient for insertion in 
the Minutes, the actual returns being kept in the archives 
-for the use of members and others who desire to refer to 
them. The Committee will also report on the practice of 
the licensing bodies in respect of teaching and exami- 
‘pation in ophthalmology, with reference to the Council’s 
resolution of last year. 

Finance. 

_ The Council’s finances are in a better state than we had 
reason to expect. The treasurers were able to report for 
1919 a surplus of income over expenditure of £874, due on 
the one hand to the increased return from registrations 
on the Colonial List and from the advantageous sale of 
property in Hanover Square, and, on the other, to careful 
control of expenses, including those atiending the recent 
elections. Expenses, however, in spite of the best of 
management, cannot fail to grow in these times. The ex- 
-ceptional charges due to the cycle of inspections will fall 
‘to be met in this and the succeeding year, and the ex- 
ted dental legislation is certain to involve us in heavier 
administrative expenditure. For these reasons the 
treasurers, with the support of. the Council and the co- 
operation of the staff, will still have to exercise the care 
and prudence in the mauagement of our resources which 
‘were so constantly applied to it by Sir Charles ‘Tomes. 


Penal Business. 
. There is little business of a penal kind for this session, 
the cases for inquiry having for the most part been the 
subject of investigation by other tribunals. Thus, though 
very important educational and other matters will be 


. brought up for your consideration, and must be properly 


and fully discussed, the whole sitting need not be a 
long one. 


IRISH DISPENSARY DOCTORS AND THE 
PROPOSED NEW MOTOR TAXES. 


We have received from Dr. C. H. Foley (Ardrahan, 
co. Galway) the following communication on the subject 
of the proposed new taxation of motor cars as this affects 
Irish dispensary practitioners : 


Through your columns we would beg to draw the atten- 
‘tion of Irish dispensary doctors to the fact that, as most of 
them, owing to the nature of their districts, use Ford cars 
‘and ears of high horse-power, the proposed taxation of £1 
per horse-power will hit them too heavily. In some back- 
ward districts where hiring is not certain to be obtained, 
and where there are no facilities for repairs, some doctors 
have two Fords, a second car, or a motor cycle, the object 
being to have one always fit for the road, owing to the 
difficulty and delay in getting repairs effected; the pro- 
posed tax in such circumstances is a great injustice. For 
be it known that, owing to the increased cost of living, 
it is only by a speeding up unknown to a previous 
generation of medical men that a dispensary doctor in 
a large rural district can escape from being forced to a 
whole-time attention to dispensary work. 
In asking for signatures to a protest against this tax 
being imposed on us, we do so for the following reasons: 


1. Guardians are not taxed for motor ambulances; then the 
cars of dispensary doctors doing the same class of work as the 
ambulances should also be exempt. ; 

2. The present average dispensary salary is, in gross income, 
£200; when to the new tax is added the cost of petrol and tyres 
and running repairs, the actual out-of-pocket expense to be 
incurred is really prohibitive. 

3. It is anticipated, by the protest of English motorists 
‘against the new tax, that though the present tax of 6d. (and 1d. 
for collection) on petrol will be removed, the Oil Trusts will, 
according to their custom and owing to the cry raised about 
petrol scarcity, advance the price of petrol. : 

4. We point out that we consider it is no longer just that 


_ Weshould be forced to accept two standards as governing our 


salaries—namely, both by the Treasury and boards of guardians 
(to the latter there are some splendid exceptions), we must still 
accept as equitable and just the salary paid us in 1902 or in the 


rene known as the standard year. This is standard one, 
‘oth by the Treasury and boards of guardians it is not recog- 
nized that this standard salary if just and equitable in 1902 is 
no longer so, owing to the new standard in the cost of livi 
created by the war, a standard met by a rise of wages in al 
spheres of labour and service. The Treasury, which under the 
edical Charities Acts pays half the dispensary doctors’ salary. 
still pays only the half of that salary as it stood in the standard 
year 1902. That pane averaged £60 to £70 per annum, but 
now it is proposed in new taxation to demand back from each’ 
dispensary doctor in difficult poor districts £20 to £44 of that 
grant, leaving the gross salary at the same standard. 
_ 5. In very many cases the gross salary is to-day the same a¢ 
in 1898, In others—as to some of the undersigned—it is but £50 
more ; aud boards of guardians have refused to make increases, ; 
though recognizing that the war standard now stands according! 
to the Food Controller at 146 per cent. higher for cost of living: 
than in the pre-war year. In other cases, owing to a higher, 
intelligence, boards of guardians have ineveaneds in 1919 and’ 
1920, dispensary doctors’ salaries fg per cent. ; 

6. We ask whether it is just that the Treasury and Irish, 
boards of guardians should maintain a medical service under. 
two standards—a 1898 standard of salary and a 1920 standard! 
cost of living—and force us to pay this new tax for the privilege | 
= et a@ salary not including expenses, based on the 1898: 
standard... 

7. We point out that it is impossible to envisage this proposed 
tax except in the way we do, placing it in its proper position, | 
towards our average salaries on the one side, and our work and! 
expenses on the other. 

. The action of boards of guardians in refusing just claims 
for increase of salaries has placed on dispensary doctors an un- 
just burden, forcing them to make up the loss on dispensary | 
work by recouping themselves at the expense of their private 

atients. In the present instance the putting of this tax on the | 
octors who cannot recover any of it on fixed salaries would‘ 
mean another system of indirect taxation of the people. 

9. We point out that while the Treasury keep their recoup- 
ment fixed ou the standard year of 1902, our working expenses 
should also be kept on the same standard year, and that the net 
income of 1898 in its cost of living value free of tax should be 
the equitable standard for us as public servants in 1920. , 

10. We protest against being taxed for services under the 
Medical Charities Act as long as thé net income received for, 
— services does not amount to the minimum income 

gure. ; 

11. We claim that as dispensary doctors all our expenses in 
working the Medical Charities Act should be paid; half by the: 
Treasury and half by the guardians, and a new stand net . 
income salary based on the quality of our work fixed, as the 
present gross income is misleading. Or until such is done we 
should be allowed on taxes on motors in our possession; half 
the total assessment relief in respect of the Medical Charities 
Act, of the tax remaining. We who are not and cannot be 
whole-time private practitioners should be granted in common 
with whole-time private medical practitioners and veterinary 
surgeons @ similar concession to that granted them. 

12. At present we are the only public officials, not alone not 
granted travelling expenses, but subject to such travelling 
expenses and costs (which can be vouched for by each doctor’s 
records) as fully fulfils that purpose of gross income to success- 
fully hide from the public view and from that of recently 
qualified men the amount of net income thought equitable and 
just payment to trained medical men. Because of this cheap- 
ness the medical service is decried, and its individual units 
classed as. they appear in. those vehicles for conveying ideas to 
the general public—* The Irish Novel of the National Idea,” by 
such writers as G. A. Birmingham, and in a still more recen 
work by E. E. Lysaght. 

13. Against this unfair lampooning, against the cheapness, 
against this injustice, Irish medical leaders have striven and 
will strive, but the conditions are largely due to the anny of 
the dispensary medical men themselves. Can they look to 
metropolitan medical men whose income arises from discontent 
with a local medical man who is denied those means of keeping 
abreast of medical progress by the very cheapness of his wage 
—less than‘a labourer’s ? Can they look to farmers’ associations 
now forming a trade union so well represented on the various 
boards? Can they look to the friendly societies under the In- 
surance Act? Can they look to the Treasury with its standard 
year of 1902? Will they look to themselves? 


Names of protesters should be sent to: 
C. H. FOLEY, =} 
Ardrahan, co. Galway (Connaught). | 
P. STEPHENSON, 
Carrick-on-Suir, co. Tipperary (Munster). 
W. W. MuRpPHY, 
Coolgreany, Inch, co. Wexford (Leinster). 
W. LYLE, 
Stewartstown, co. Tyrone (Ulster). 


CORRESPONDENCE, 
Taxation of Motor Cars. 
S1r,--The Chancellor of the Exchequer has definitely 
refused to grant any concessions to medical men in hig 
new motor taxation measure. 


Those of us who are engaged in panel practice, especially 


those in countrv districts, have a very legitimate grievance, 
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in that. we have. to use our cars for Government work 
‘and are to be made to pay a heavy tax for doing so. British Aledical Assoriatio It. 
Surely this is a proper time for us to make a definite OFFICES AND LIBRARY, 429, STRAND, LONDON, W.cg, 
stand and say to the Government, ‘ Unless you give us epee 
‘the old concessions we shall refuse to carry on your Reference and Lendin Library 


‘THE READING KooM, in which books of Periodicals 
and standard works can be consulted, is open to membey se 
from 10 a.m. to 6.30 p.m., Saturdays lo 


National Health schemes.’’ 
Because the Government have defeated us in our legiti- 


mate request for a fair capitation fee for panel work, that L 
: : ENDING LIBRARY: Members are entitled to borrow boo 
‘is no reason why we “rot aa ee accept every attempt including current medical works; they will be forward 
_to put us under their héel.—I am, ete., _ if desired, on application to the Librarian, accompanied 
GEO. SMITH SOWDEN, M.A., M.B. by 6d. for each volume for postage and packing. 
Kirkby Stephen, May 30th. 
Departments. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS AND ADVERTISEMENTS (Financial Secretary and 
+13 + . Business Manager. Telegrams: Articulate, Westrand, 
and Alilitary Appointments. Business Mayager. Londoa 
MEDICAL SECRETARY (Telegrams: Medisecra, Westrand, London, 
ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. Tel.: Gerrard 2634). 
“Tar following appointments are aunounced by the Admiralty :— Epitor, British Medical Journal (Telegrams : Aitiology, Westrand, ys 
Surgeon Commanders I’. Cock to the Adamant, J. St.J. Murphy and London. Tel:: Gerrard 2631). - 
_J.H. Lightfoot to the Thunderer. Surgeon Lieutenant Commander 
~J.A.O’Flynn to the Coventry. Surgeon Lieutenant (temporary) A. ScorrisH MEDICAL SEORETARY : | 6, Rutland Square, Edinburgh, 
Craig to the Warspite for dental duties in squadron. (Telegrams: Asgociate, Edinburgh. ‘Tel.: 4361 Central.) 
MEDICAL SECRETARY: 16, South Frederick Street, Dublia, 
ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE. (Telegrams : Bacillus, Dublin. Tel.: 4737 Dublin.) 
RoyaLt Army MEDICAL Cones. 

Major and Brevet Lieut.Colonel F, J. Brown, Reserve of Officers, Diary of the Association. 
and Major E. V. Aylen, D.S.O., relinquisi the temporary rank of ' JUNE. | 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 8 Tues. London: Scrutiny Subcommittee, 2.30 p.m. : 

The following relinquish the acting rank of Lieutenant-Colone!: 9 Wed. London: Journal Committee, 2 30 p.m. “aa sf 
Majors (Brevet Lieut.-Colonel) T. S.‘Coates, O.B.E. (February 17th, London: Ministry of Health Committee. ( 
1919), Norman E. Dunkerton (May 7th, 1919), (Brevet Lieut.-Colonel) London: Propaganda Subcommittee, 2.15 p.m. ° 
H. V. Bagshawe, C.B.E., D.S.O. (February 3rd, 1920). Temporary Major Lancashire and Cheshire Branch: Annual Meeting, Pringg 
’ J.J. Abraham, D.S.O. of Wales Hotel, Southport. Luncheon 12.30 p.m; 

Captain T. J. Hallinan is seconded for service under the civil ad- - Branch Council 1.30 p.m; Meeting 1.45 p.m., Excursions id 
ministration of Mesopotamia, April 1st, 1920 (substituted for notifica- 3.45 to 7 p.m , Dinner 7.30 p.m. : 
tion in the London Gazette, July 1st, 1919). North Lancashire and South Westmorland Branch, Annual ( 

The following officers relinquish the acting rank of Major: Captains ‘Meeting, Furness Abbey Hotel, Barrow, 3.15 p.m. : 
(Brevet Majors) A. T. J. McCreery, M.C., C. D. K. Seaver, H. G. ''rayer. | 10 Thurs. South Wales and Monmouthshire Branch, Annual Meeting, ] 
Temporary Captains R. Massie, O.B.E., W. T. Currie, H. B. Graham, Y.M.C.A., Cardiff, 3.30 p 
D.S.O., M.C., A. G. Gilchrist. ll Fri. Willesden Division, Willesden Municipal Hospital, Brent. 

Captain A.S. Cane, D.S.0., O.B.E., to be temporary Major whilst field Road, 3.30 p.m. 

specially employed. 12 Sat, Kent Branch, Cliftonville Hotel, Margate, 2 p.m 

Temporary Captain A. Brown, O.B.E., to be acting Lieutenant- ' Northern Counties of Scotland Branch, Annual Meeting, 


Colonel. Station Hotel, Elgin, 12.15 p.m. fi 
W. H. Johnston from Unattached List T.F. to be temporary Lice: 15. Tues. Sussex Branch, Eversfield Hotel, St. Leonards-on-Sea, 4.4, 
tenant August llth, 1914 (substituted for notification in the London Lecture by Dr. W. Langdon Brown : Diabetes in Relation 


_ Gazette, August 20th, 1914). to the Ductless Glands.. 
ad 16 Wed. London: Finance Committee, 2.30 p.m. 


ROYAL AIR FORCE. | ‘17 Thurs, Bedfordshire Division, Annual Meeting, Swan Hotel, 
MEpIcaL BRANCH Bedford, 3 p.m.; Luncheon, 1.30 p 
Transferred to the unemployed list: - arn G. C. Hall, v. 1. | 18 Fri. ks. :” Central Ethical Standing - Subcommittee, 
Levy, W. A. Pocock. ber Counties Branch, Annual Meeting, County Hotel, 
arlisle p.m. 
DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES. Edinbardis Branch, Annual aavating, es Hall of Boyal College 
’ : ot Surgeons, Nicolson Street, 4 p.m.; tea p.m. 
CoLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF LONDON, Pall Mall East, S.W.— 
Thurs., 5 p.m., Dr. A. F. Hurst: Croonian Lecture (I): Psychology MStrand, W.C. 2 cies Braach, ‘Annual ” Meeting, 4, 
of the Special Senses and their Hysterical Disorders. : ee 
Clinica vening. Cases, 9. p.m. Annual Genera APPOINTMEN'S. a 
Burpon-Cooper, J., M.D.,B.Sc., F.R.C.8.Ed., D.O.Oxon., Lecturer ia 
POST-GRADUATE COURSES AND LECTURES. Physiological Optics, ‘Depai tment of Ophthalmology, University 
Hospital FOR Sick CHILDREN, Great Ormond Street, W.C.—Mon. - of Oxford, 
and Thurs., 11 a.m., Dr. k. Hutchison: Disorders of Digestion and Dent, Mrs. Patricia, M.B., B.S.Lond., Assistant Medical Officer for - 
Nutrition ; 9.15 a. m., Dr. Theodore Thompson: Diseases of the Maternity and Child Welfare, and Assistant to the School Medical 
Central Nervous Sy stem; 5.15 p.m., Mr. T. Higgins: Surgical Dis- Officer for the County Borough of Wolverhampton. 
orders of Nasopharynx and Anhexa. Tues. and Fri., 5 p.m., Dr. Pryce, Ethel G. M., M.D.Glasg., Assistant Medical Officer of Health 
D. N. Nabarro: Pathological Investigations ; 5.15 p.m., Mr. G. and Assistant School “or Officer, Kesteven District. 
Waugh : Common Surgical Disorders. i Ruppock-WEstT, T., M.B., B.S Durh., D.P.H.Camb., Assistant Medical 


- Mancurster Royat INFIRMARY.—Tues., 4.30 p.m., Dr. G. R. Murray: Officer of Health, Surrey Couaty Council, Kingston. ; 
Examination of the Thyroid Gland and its Functions (continued). ee tke mg , Oto-laryngologist to the Whipps Cross 
NATIONAL HOSPITAL. FOR THE PARALYSED AND EPILEPTIC, Queen 
- Square, W.C.1.—Out-patient Clinics, 2-3.30 p.m. daily, except Londow -D. R.CS., Consulting Dental Surgeon 
Wed. and Sat.- Mon., 3.30 p.m:,.Mr. Paton: Visual Fields. , on Hebp 
Tues., 3.39 p.m., Dr. Greenfield: Tissue Reactions to the Central 


Nervous Lesions. Wed., 2 p.m., Mr. Sargent: Cerebral Tumour. BIRTHS, MARRiAGES, AND DEATIS., 

3.15 p.m., Dr. Collier: Syringomyelia. ‘Thurs., 3.30 p.m., Dr. 

Farquhar Buzzard: Encephalitis. Fri., 3.30 p.m., Dr. Tooth: The charge for inserting announcements of Births, Marriages, and 

Tabes Dorsalis. Deaths is 78. 64., which sum should be forwarded with the 
NonrtH-Kast LONDON Post-GRADUATE COLLEGE, Prince of Wales's notice not tater than the first post on Tuesday morning in 

General Hospital, Tottenham, N.15.—Duily, 2.30 p.m., Operations, order to ensure insertion in the current issue. 

Clinics, etc. Mon., 2.30 p.m., Mr. Banister: Gynaecological. 

Tues., 9.45 a.m., Lieut.-Col. R. H. Elliot: Eyes; 2.15 p.m., Mr. BIRTHS. 


Benians: Protective Mechanisms; 3.15 pm., Mr. Hayton: Bopy.—May 24th, Mrs. T. M. Body, Dowlais House, Middlesbrough= 
Syphilis of Upper Respiratory | Tract; 4.30 p.m., Lecture, Sir ason. 
+... F.-W.Mott: Diagnosis of Functional Paralysis. Wed., 2.30 p.m., Hau.—At 11, Battery Place, Rothesay, Bute, on 30th May, the wife of 


Dr. Oliver: Dermatological. VThurs., 2.30 p.m.: Kye Cases, Mr. 
Fleming; Radiology, Dr. Metcalfe... Fri., 2.20 p.m., Dr. Sundell: 
Children. Sat.,% Mr. Carson : Cases. .C.P., and Mrs 
: olhi on May 22nd, a evedon ansions, Lissenden 
S.E.—Wed., 5 p.m., Mr. Griffith: - Gardens, N.W.5—a son, Peter’ Montagu. 
Royat Hosprtau ror Diseases oF THE CHEST, City Roed, E.C.1.— MARRIAGE, 
p.m. Dr, A. W. ‘Stott—Mon., Pleurisy ; ‘lues., Haemoptysis ; SyKES—PRESTON.—Ist June, 1920, at Holy Trinity Church, Scar 
* ¥ri., Meningitis. - Dr. “Barty Kiog—Wed., Complications. Mr, borough, by the Rev. H. Drown, Dr. Frank Sykes, stepson of 
Harold Mant--Thurs., Laryngeal Tuberculosis. ’ Dr. Walker and Mrs. Walker, of Batley, to Bessie Colbert, elder 
SHEFFIELD RoyaL INFiRMA4RY.—Wed., 4 p.m., Professor Connell: daughter of the late Mr. J. T. Preston, Dennistoun, Glasgow, and 


of Mrs. Preston, of 14, Grosvenor Road, Scarborough. At Home, 


» Lesions of Fingers and Colles’s Fracture. 
Garfield House, Otiey, ‘Yorkshire, 25th and 26th August. 


LoNpDON PosST-GRADUATE COLLEGE, Hammersmith, W.— 


an perationus. on.. 2p.m.,Mr. Bishop Harman: Kyes; 5 p.m., 

Dr. Grainger Stewart: Syphilis of Nervous System. Tues., 12 noon, New Deer, Aberdeenshire, Dn 
Mr. 'yrvell Gray: Fracturés ; 5 p m., Dr. R. J. Keece: Small- -pox. — er. 

Wed., 12 noon, Mr. Sinclair: Abdominal Diagnosis; 2 p.m., Mr. 

Armour : Surgical Cases. Thurs., 10.30 a.in., Dr. Simson: Gynaeco- ENGAGEMENT, 

logical; 5p.m., Mr. Baldwin: Practical Surgery. Friday, 10a.1., . GRAEME ANDERSON—Hoop.—The engagement is announced between 
Dr. McDougal: Electrical; 5 p.m., Mr..MacDonald: Stricture. Major H. Graeme Anderson, M.1B.1¢.,M.D., Ch.B., F.R.C.S., Surgical 
Sat., 10 a.m., Dr. Saunders: Chi.dren; 2 p.m., Dr. Owen: Out- Consultant to the Royal Air Force, of 75, Harley Street, W.. 
patients. . _. Gladys, elder daughter of Charles Hood, of Hatch End, Middlesex. 


Printed and published by the British Medical Association at their Office, No. 429, Strand, in the Parish of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, in the County of London. 
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